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Subject           Committee of Experts On The Transport Of Dangerous Goods And 
On The globally Harmonised System Of Classification And Labelling 
Of Chemicals December 2005

The TDG meeting scheduled for December has been reduced to a single day due to the 
lack of availability of conference facilities etc.
The agenda was massive  but  this  will  be reduced,  the  new agenda has not  yet  been 
produced.  I  have  been  through  all  the  papers  listed  below.  The  paper  details  where 
relevant  have  an  explanation  of  content.  The list  of  the  papers  that  I  have read  and 
accessed as being not relevant to the members is also included, however some of these 
papers may well be relevant to individual members especially those that refer to IBCs.
Each  of  these  papers  can  be  found  on 
http://www.unece.org/trans/main/dgdb/dgsubc/c32005.html

ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/5

This paper is a large work on the reclassification of substances which have or potentially 
have explosive properties. Some of these products are carried in tank containers the most 
prevalent probably being UN 3375 Ammonium Nitrate Emulsion. A further six liquid 
products and thirty-seven solid products are also mentioned. Three chemically unstable 
gases  are  also  included.  This  is  a  major  work  from Germany  and  given  the  current 
concerns about terrorism it is probable that this paper will attract considerable support.

 ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/34

This paper proposes to add 78 liquid and solid products to the portable tank table. This 
paper is from the USA, it is possible that some of the substances may not be approved.

ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/30

This paper from China is specific to Calcium Carbide; it argues that a measurement of 
acetylene in the atmosphere above the cargo should be used rather than loading the tank 
under nitrogen. We should lobby for this proposal to be rejected as it will require special 
equipment to measure the atmosphere. The current regulations should continue.
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 ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/31

Nitric Acid UN2031 On a technical point which is hard to dispute Germany is proposing 
that the threshold between packing group I and II should be at 65% rather than 70%

ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/25

Proposals for amendment to Chapter 6.2 in conjunction with ADR. The major changes 
are to bundles of cylinders and the arrangement of manifolds and valves.

ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/56

Class 3 Flammable Liquids classification criteria, this a short amendment to 2.3.2.5 to 
bring viscous liquids in line with the other classifications

 ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005

This paper proposes the deletion of TP6 TP9 and TP12 from the special provisions list. 
This would affect a large number of products. The paper is a major work from the USA it 
is  likely that  some opposition will  be raised.  From ITCOs point  of  view in the vast 
majority of cases this will simplify the requirements for carriage and we should lobby for 
this paper.

ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/51 

This paper is on the guiding principals for the assignment of portable tank requirements 
with several text change recommendations. This paper is from the USA and it is probable 
that the detail will be discussed at length. From ITCOs point of view it is unlikely to have 
any immediate effect on transportation requirements.

ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/41

This  paper  deals  with  the  remanufacture  of  portable  tanks  and  proposes  including 
sections in 6.7.2.1 sections on this issue. This is important and a separate note on this 
subject will be issued.

ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/55

This paper addresses the filling ratio of gases in portable tanks. In each case it reduces the 
filling ratio and therefore the cargo that can be carried per unit volume. The reduction 
ranges from 1.5% to 18% 
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The following papers have been read and judged not to be relevant to ITCO, however I 
have highlighted the papers that refer to IBCs  

1) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/26 Gas Cylinders Only
2) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/28 Rags contaminated
3) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/29 HOBt powder reclassification to explosives
4) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/31 Solubility of lead
5) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/32 Hydrogen storage systems
6) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/33 Infectious substances temperature range
7) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/35 Orientation for cryogenic packages
8) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/37 Recycled plastics
9) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/39  Addition  of  substances  to  the  high  concequence 

dangerous goods list
10) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/40 Elimination of air in receptacles
11) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/42 Packing for limited quantities
12) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/43 Lithium Batteries
13) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/44 Lithium cell size limits
14) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/45 New entries for lithium batteries
15) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/46 Use of Watt hours
16) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/48 Classification of magnesium nitrate
17) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/49 Revision of 6.3 (small packages)
18) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/50 Size of labels
19) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/52 IBCs
20) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/52a Annex to the above
21) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/54 UN Mark stencil 
22) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/57 Drop Test IBCs
23) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/58 Text amendment self reactive substances
24) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/59 Infectious substances
25) ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2005/60 Secretarial resolution

Regards

Graham
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